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Two-Time Grammy-Winning Blind Boys of Alabama Make Cleveland 
Debut at The Cleveland Museum of Art on Aug. 22 


“The audiences are cheering because the Blind Boys of Alabama sing 
gospel like you’ve never heard before.”- CBS, 60 Minutes 


CLEVELAND (Aug. 4, 2003) — The two-time Grammy-winning The Blind Boys of Alabama will make their 
Cleveland debut when they perform their impassioned renditions of gospel music at the Cleveland Museum of 
Art’s (CMA) Gartner Auditorium on Friday, Aug. 22, at 7:30 p.m. This concert is part of the Museum’s 
acclaimed Carnevale World Music and Dance Series. 

Admission for the performance is $28 and $25; $26 and $23 for CMA members. Tickets are available by 
calling 216-421-7350 or 1-888-CMA-0033 or online at www.ClevelandArt.org. 





For more than 60 years the Blind Boys have been engaging audiences with their spirited and soulful gospel 
music. Founded in 1939 at the Alabama Institute for the Negro Blind, the group has enjoyed immense critical 
acclaim and received two consecutive Grammy awards in 2002 and 2003. Their appearance on numerous television 
programs, including 60 Minutes, Late Night with David Letterman, and the Tonight Show with Jay Leno have 
introduced them to millions of viewers. 

Born poor and blind in the rural south, the three original members of the group overcame insurmountable 
odds by relying on their faith and singing of gospel music. Throughout the past six decades, founding members 
Clarence Fountain, Jimmy Carter, and George Scott have mastered gospel’s lyrical traditions with diverse expertise 
and continue to offer up high-energy performances even at their advanced age. 

The seventy-something masters of gospel music offer a blend of R&B hits from the 1960s, 70s, and 80s. 
Tackling everyone from Prince to Curtis Mayfield, the Blind Boys have reached and touched millions of audiences 
all over the world. As Clarence Fountain states, “the difference between an R&B hit and a soul-stirring sermon on 
the bandstand is only a matter of interpretation. If the message is there, it will shine through. If the lyrics are right, 
we'll sing it.”. Fountain cites Princes’ “The Cross” (from the1987 album Sign of the Times) and adds, “See, he’s 
not singing about his baby and how he loves her. That’s why we could sing it, because he was singing about the 


Cross.” 


(more) 
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The next and final concert in the Carnevale series will be Tango Night featuring Ensemble Avantango 
on Friday, Aug. 29, at 7:30 p.m., in CMA’s Gartner Auditorium. The New York based ensemble, made up of 
some of Argentina’s most exhilarating tango dancers and musicians, creates breathtaking performances. Tickets are 
available for $28 and $25, CMA members $26 and $23 by calling (216) 421-7350 or 1-888-CMA-0033 or buying 


online at www.ClevelandArt.org. 





Promotional support for the Carnevale series is provided by 107.3 FM, the Wave. 

The Cleveland Museum of Art receives operating support from the Ohio Arts Council. 

The Cleveland Museum of Art is one of America’s leading comprehensive museums. Its permanent 
collection is world renowned for its quality and breadth, spanning 6,000 years. The museum is a significant 
international forum for exhibitions, scholarship, and art acquisitions. For more information on the museum, its 


holdings, programs, services, and events, call 1-888-CMA-0033 or visit www.ClevelandArt.org. 
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